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The significance of introducing ICT into the teaching of English in Japan
— Reflecting on the problem of Paulo Freire's " conscientizac¢do" —
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Abstract

This paper will examine the significance of introducing ICT (Information and Communication Technology) into the teaching of English
in Japan, aiming to give one theoretical perspective, by reflecting on the pedagogy of Brazilian educator Paulo Freire. Many linguists
and educators have been arguing that one of the best effects of utilizing ICT is to increase "Authenticity," but considering the Japanese
school education and learning situation of English, a different theoretical interpretation is required. Freire's original concepts based on
his literacy education practice, especially "conscientizacfo," can illuminate an essential function of ICT.
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